
   

In Focus 
• • • 

The big challenge for the WLRA in 
2018-2019 is to achieve a 
satisfactory outcome to the Local 
Planning Strategy that is 
acceptable to the West Leederville 
community. 

Over 2017-18 we have been trying 
to engage on these matters with 
the Council which has instead 
been very secretive in its 
deliberations and seems intent on 
preserving the current amenity of 
coast ward suburbs with minimal 
density increases at the expense of 
West Leederville (primarily), and 
to a lesser extent, Wembley. 

In this regard we encourage all 
members of the West Leederville 
community to take an interest in 
this matter and become more 
active with the WLRA and with 
your local councillor, and the full 
Council direct - through 
submissions and questions. It can 
make a difference. 

If you need any more details on 
the specifics of issues involved 
please contact the committee. We 
would be happy to get you up to 
speed – and help get you involved. 

 

Local Planning Strategy – Cont’d 
The questionable value of community 
consultation when not communicating with the 
community 

Community engagement 
on the latest draft of the 
ToC LPS concluded on 
September 17, 2018. 

We were very disappointed 
to see what was put to the 
community for 
commenting, despite 
feedback from the whole 
of the ToC to the first round 
of community engagement 
on the LPS in May 2017. We 
strongly advocated for a 
more balanced spread of 
increased density across 
the whole Town (per the 
then “Preferred Scenario” 
issued).  

However, the Council 
continued to push the 
greater measure of 
increased density towards 
the major activity centres 
of West Leederville and 
Wembley and the 
connecting Cambridge 
Street corridor. That will 

leave the coast ward 
suburbs of City Beach and 
Floreat relatively 
unscathed. 

As with the first round of 
consultation in 2017, 
several detailed 
submissions were made to 
the ToC by members of 
the WLRA. We again 
challenged the basis and 
reiterating the imbalance 
and lack of equity and 
fairness. But the Council 
continued to fail to listen 
to community feedback 
from the whole of the ToC 
to develop a more 
acceptable and 
equitable plan. 

What are the next steps? 
ToC consultants will 
prepare a paper for 
Council endorsement in 
December 2018 which 
may or may not take the 
outcomes from the latest 
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community feedback into 
account. Then, the LPS will 
be submitted to the WA 
Planning Commission for 
certification. Judging by 

the backlash other local 
governments (Subiaco and 
Nedlands) have received 
from the WAPC we are not 
having great hopes that 

our community will get a 
fair go in deciding how we 
want to live in the future. 

 

AGM and new WLRA Committee for 2018 - 2019 
New and former members elected at 2017 AGM 

At the recent WLRA AGM a 
new committee was elected 
for the forthcoming year as 
follows: 

Chair  Henry Stawarz  
Vice Chair Ben Secrett 
Secretary Andrew Thomson 
Treasurer Sabrina Klinger 

Committee Sarah Haynes, 
Maura and Tony Marshall, 
Noell Stawarz. 

The committee thanked all 4 
of the Wembley Ward 
councillors who also attended 
the AGM, heard the report by 
the Chair on the activities of 
the WLRA over the past year, 

and participated in 
discussions on matters arising 
and likely activities in the 
forthcoming year. The minutes 
of the AGM incorporating the 
Chair's report are on our 
website.

 
 
New Constitution and Rules 
WLRA is now complying with the Associations Incorporations Act 

Meeting the deadline of 30 
June 2019 for WLRA to 
update our rules to meet 
the Associations 
Incorporation Act 2015 
requirements was a 
significant milestone on our 
agenda. The new Rules 
and Regulations (a draft of 
which has been posted on 

our website for most of this 
year) were approved by 
the AGM and have now 
been lodged with the State 
Government Regulator for 

registration. Our association 
will be governed by these 
rules from now on. A copy is 
available on our website. 

 
  

Website 

wlrai.wordpress.com	
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Combined Residents’ Associations Meetings 
Keeping up the good work 

In 2017 WLRA committee was starting to reach out to the Wembley/West Leederville Residents 
Association Inc and Cambridge Residents Association Inc to form a view if we have common 
ground about matters that may affect all residents in the Town. 

We have established a great and mutual beneficial working relationship since. The WLRA 
committee is now meeting on an ongoing quarterly basis with the committees of the two 
organisations to discuss and agree actions on issues of mutual interest and concern. 

Over the first 2 meetings held we have found that these two groups generally have similar views 
on a range of issues including the preservation of our environment, and planning of density and 
services etc. within our community, and are supportive of combined representation on these 
matters as and when appropriate. We were very happy to have our local MLA, Mr Sean 
L'Estrange coming by to our last combined group meeting. It was great to hear his view and 
having him participating openly in discussions on all issues. 

We are hopeful that the combined group can bring stronger representation of our views on all 
matters of common interest in the Town to Council and the State Government as may be 
appropriate. 

 

Local Government Act Review – Part 2 

Have your say how you want to be governed in the future

The State Government's “…vision is for Local Governments to be agile, smart and inclusive”. 

Following local government and community engagement on priority reforms earlier this year, this 
next round of engagement will result in a new local government act and focusses on 9 key 
reform areas: 

Agile Smart Inclusive 
- Beneficial Enterprises - Admin Efficiencies and Local Laws - Community Engagement 
- Financial Management - Council Meeting - Complaints Management 
- Rates, Fees & Charges - Interventions - Elections 
  

This is your opportunity to shape the future of our local community and help reform local 
government. Read the discussion papers on the Department of Local Government website: 

www.dlgsc.wa.gov.au/lgareview 

and email a written submission to actreview@dlgsc.wa.gov.au. 

Submissions close in March 2019. 
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Subiaco's New Inner City College and Subiaco East Development 
Construction has started 

You may have noticed cranes and the massive hole in the ground at the east end of 
Subiaco oval. 

Well, the concrete frame is now coming out of the hole and will soon reach even 
higher and start to resemble the new buildings developing for the school. Very soon 
you will also see the existing grandstands around the oval start coming down, as will 
the former Princess Margaret Hospital buildings, and we will then probably very 
quickly forget what the area used to look like. The oval itself will remain as a school 
and community sporting field. 

A Snippet of History 
The Leederville Town Hall and recreation complex forms a central focus for West Leederville. 

The town hall was developed in response to the rapid expansion of the suburb prior to the 1914-
18 World War, was designed by A.E. Clarke and built in 1916 by a local builder, W.H Roberts. 

The Leederville Bowling Club, currently the Leederville Sporting Club was the first sporting facility 
established on the site and was developed in association with the Excelsior Masonic Lodge in 
1906. 

The Leederville Croquet Club also operated adjacent to this from 1908 until it ceased in 2006, 
leaving only a renovated Holyrood Hall and open space and playgrounds as a resource for 
ongoing community use. 

The Fallen Soldiers' Memorial and Gardens, the focus of our local Anzac Day and Remembrance 
Day ceremonies (designed and built in 1924 and currently under improvement) and the West 
Leederville Community Garden (established in 2007) complete the community facilities 
occupying this central hub for West Leederville which is set for further planning and development 
in the future. We must be ever vigilant to ensure that these valued community facilities are 
preserved for posterity and not put at risk by this future development. 

(Historic details courtesy of Wikipedia – More next Newsletter) 

Do You Know Your Neighbours? 
Meet the person living next to you 

Do you remember the days of having a chat to the neighbour over the fence? You knew those 
folks, their kids, the dog, uncle Merv coming by every Christmas. They looked after your mail and 
garden when you went away.  You looked out for each other and every now and then lend a 
helping hand. They at times annoyed you but you felt safe because, well, you knew them. 
Security is an increasing concern in our community.  We also know that there are increased 
numbers of single residents aging at home. This can not only reduce how safe people feel with 
nobody to look out for them, but can also lead to further community breakdown and feelings of 
loneliness. 
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Well the good news is that the Town of Cambridge is helping with the ‘get to know your 
neighbours’ program.  They will support neighbours getting together to meet each other and 
have a barbecue.   A $100 Coles voucher to assist in funding such an event may be provided.  
More details are on the Town website at www.cambridge.wa.gov.au/Community/Get-
Involved/Get-to-know-your-neighbour or by contacting the Community Safety Officer on        
9347 6000 

What’s on  

Mark your calendar and join in 
Town of Cambridge regular Council and Committees meetings are scheduled: 

When What 
3rd Monday of the month Community & Resources Committee Meeting 

3rd Tuesday of the month Development Committee Meeting 

4th Tuesday of the month Ordinary Council Meeting 

 

Check out TOC ‘What’s On’ at www.cambridge.wa.gov.au/Discover-the-Town/Whats-On 

i 

                                                        
i west leederville residents association inc.     information.wlra@gmail.com  
 

Preserve and enhance the quality of residential living and wellbeing for West 
Leederville residents. 

 
This newsletter has been prepared by the West Leederville Residents Association Inc. from publicly 
available material. It is distributed to members and interested parties. We aim to increase the level of 
community discussion and involvement in the matters which are raised. We welcome new members. If you 
are interested to join our association please visit our website or contact us by email. 
 
Disclaimer:  
The content of this newsletter is provided for information purposes only. No claim is made as to the accuracy or authenticity of the 
content.  
West Leederville Residents Association Inc. does not accept any liability to any person or organisation for the information or advice (or 
the use of such information or advice) which is provided in its newsletters or incorporated into it by reference. The information on the 
newsletters is provided on the basis that all persons undertake responsibility for assessing the relevance and accuracy of its content. 


