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The year has flown with lots of 

action on the local government 

front that has, and will continue to 

affect our community. The date of 

our AGM in September fast 

approaches and will coincide with 

the issue of the draft Local 

Planning Strategy (LPS) for final 

community consultation. The 

community of West Leederville 

should pay close attention to the 

content of the draft LPS as it will 

set the framework for the 

development of our suburb and 

how it will impact on the amenity 

of,  and environment (density, 

traffic, etc.) in which we will live 

over the next 20 – 30 years and 

beyond.  

The committee is looking for new 

blood, additional younger 

members to bring their opinions 

and ideas on how to protect the 

lifestyle and interests of the whole 

community to the committee to 

give confidence in representing 

these views to the Council. We 

encourage you to join your 

association and nominate for the 

committee at the AGM and be 

active in having a say on the future 

planning of your community and 

services. 

 

Local Planning Strategy 
Please have your say how you want to l ive in the 

future 

Following community 

consultation in May-June 

2017 the Local Planning 

Strategy has been 

developed with input from 

the Council and its planners 

only, without any further 

community review. It is now 

in the process of final 

drafting. The current 

program has the final draft 

of the document going 

before Council in July 2018, 

out to community 

consultation in August 2018 

and being finalised in 

September- November 

2018 for referral to the 

WAPC for endorsement in 

December 2018.  

Interestingly, it appears that 

the West Leederville Activity 

Centre Plan (WL ACP) has 

been reformatted and 

submitted to the WAPC 

which has decided that the 

ACP requires some 

modification to the 

following (among others): 

a) to include appropriate 

residential targets as 

guided by higher level 

strategic planning 

documents; and 

b) to prepare a traffic 

impact assessment. 

The TOC and their 

consultants have 

continually advised that 

the LPS will follow but not 

increase the density 

beyond that already 

provided for in the WL 

ACP.  So, is this an 

attempt to increase the 

already high density 

targets for WL even further? 

Why are we being told 

one thing whilst something 

else appears to be the 

case? 

So keep an eye out for 

your last chance to have 

a say before it is cast in 

stone – like it or lump  
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Cambridge Street Calming 
Finally Council decided on traffic study 

Council is obtaining quotes for 

a consultancy contract to 

review traffic flows over the 

2018-19 years along 

Cambridge Street, Grantham 

Street, Lake Monger Drive and 

Salvado Road between Selby 

and Southport Streets with a 

view to assessing the impact of 

the traffic calming done in 

Cambridge Street in West 

Leederville on traffic flows into 

the city. 

Your committee has 

emphasised to Council that 

any changes proposed in this 

area as a result should 

primarily consider the amenity 

and safety of the users of the 

local businesses in this locality 

over benefits to commuters 

who merely drive through the 

area on their way to and from 

their workplaces in the city 

and beyond. In February 2018 

WLRA committee submitted a 

proposal to the mayor and WL 

councillors calling for speed 

reduction and implementation 

of ‘resident only’ zones to 

make our suburb safer and 

more resident-friendly. This was 

not received well. Our mayor 

Keri Shannon replied that “I 

remain concerned about the 

effects of the narrowing of 

Cambridge Street and have 

spoken to many residents who 

express concern that the 

traffic treatments installed by 

the Town now cause the traffic 

to come to a total stop when 

buses stop at the PTA bus stop.  

  

At this stage I propose 

obtaining traffic statistics 

about the change in traffic 

volumes around Wembley and 

West Leederville. Using this 

information, I would hope that 

a safe alternative 

configuration of the traffic 

islands can be achieved 

which will allow traffic to flow 

on Cambridge St despite 

buses stopping”. Just by 

coincidence, City of Vincent is 

thinking to implement speed 

limits of 40 km/h across a large 

section of their locality; the 

suggested trial zone covers the 

southern part of Vincent, 

extending from Charles Street 

in the west through to the 

Swan River in the east 

between Newcastle and 

Vincent streets. A community 

consultation is on the agenda 

and City of Vincent mayor 

Emma Cole is looking forward 

to start the trial before the end 

of this year. 

So, why is our neighbouring 

council able to listen and 

make their residents’ 

neighbourhood safer but ours 

is still thinking that cars buzzing 

at 60km/h on Cambridge 

Street and a rat-run through 

our neighbourhood are an 

option? 

We will monitor findings of the 

study and continue to lobby 

for improvements that benefit 

local community members. 
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WLRA – New Rules 

New rules for our association will be voted 

on at the coming AGM in September.  

The proposed rules are on our website 

www.wlrai.wordpress.com should you wish 

to review them and comment – email any 

comments to “Information.wlra@gmail.com”. 

St John of God Hospital Subiaco Carpark 
TOC stil l in the dark who will pay for SJOG new car parking needs  

SJOG has recently had 

Council/DAP approval to 

develop a temporary 

carpark on undeveloped 

land at the hospital fronting 

Cambridge Street, to 

replace parking they use 

that will be lost to the 

redevelopment of Subiaco 

Oval in Haydn Bunton Drive. 

Work on this interim 

measure will proceed 

sometime soon while SJOG 

continues with their 

ongoing master planning of 

future additions to their 

facilities, including the 

expansion of their existing 

multistorey carpark. 

Discussions are continuing 

in regard to new traffic 

entries and controls for the 

multistorey carpark 

additions which will form 

part of a future 

development application 

in conjunction with major 

additions proposed.

 

Lake Monger Redevelopment 
So, what’s next? 

Following Council signoff of the Draft Lake Monger Activity Plan in November 2016 and 

community engagement on this over 2017 which generally supported the thrust of the plan, 

Council has now completed its review of the final plan which is expected to be considered for 

endorsement by Council at its meeting in June 2018, for progressive implementation thereafter.  

The plan can be seen on the TOC website.  

www.cambridge.wa.gov.au/Town-Council/Works-Projects/Proposed-works/Lake-Monger-

Activity-Plan 

But, and this is a BIG but, the question of accessing Lake Monger safely is still unanswered. Only a 

vague statement reading ‘Consideration to be given enhancing or increasing pedestrian refuges 

in the median of Lake Monger Drive’ is 

given. This is not good enough. For years 

now WLRA has requested safe 

pedestrian crossing on Lake Monger 

Drive. Various ideas have flown around 

but nothing has come to fruition. It is all 

fine and well to make Lake Monger more 

attractive. Getting there without being 

run-over should be more at the forefront 

of the decision making. WLRA will 

continue to request action by TOC 

Council to make our community safer.   
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What is going on with our councillors at TOC Council? 

Another nail into the coffin of public trust?

“No news is good news”. Ever heard that saying? Well then – some news is bad news, and when 

it comes to the TOC Council the news that the ratepayers and residents receive these days 

appears to be as bad as it can get – and it has been going on for some considerable time. The 

October 2017 election should have been a circuit breaker for the previous divisions in Council but 

it appears to have gone downhill since then. 

We trust the people we elect to do the right thing by us when it comes to decision making on 

issues concerning our community, our rate money, our way of life – and hope that they will do so. 

Has this trust been misplaced? We appear to have been let down in favour of self-serving 

interests and personal grandstanding and any resultant bad decisions are not vetted or 

challenged by equally committed counterparts. 

The saga around the now-ousted CEO Jason Buckley is what? A personal vendetta? A review of 

bad management? Who knows - and we are still none the wiser. And why all the secretive 

behaviour around Council decisions? Considered public debate is essential for the good of the 

community. It is shameful that the people we have elected as our representatives  hide away 

and do not face the scrutiny of ratepayers and residents. 15 special Council meetings since the 

beginning of the year leads us to question the proper governance of our town – and where does 

this leave us – the ones in the gallery?  

We will ultimately pay for this, literally with our rates, and figuratively through our diminishing 

confidence and trust in the Council and the functioning of local government.  

Do we deserve this? – Most definitely not. 

And all of this with another local government election coming up in 2019 when we will again be 

called upon to trust prospective candidates who can talk the talk without necessarily any proof 

of capability and commitment.  

Despite this, we must avoid becoming disillusioned, continue to do our best to question all we 
can, and consider our votes carefully. 

Memorial Gardens – Cenotaph Improvements 
Honouring the ones that fought for our freedom 

With a grant of $24,000 from the Federal Government, supplemented by $26,000 from the Town, 

Council has now approved $50,000 in improvement works to the West Leederville Memorial 

Gardens and Cenotaph which will include replacement paving, landscaping, commemorative 

mosaic artworks and short stories about WW2 heroes (and a possible $120,000 carpark upgrade – 

subject to Council approval – CR18.88). 
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The works will commence within the next few months with completion targeted in time for 

Armistice Day in November 2018. (Refer TOC minutes CR 18.33) 

  

Subiaco’s new Inner City College and Subiaco East Development 
How will West Leederville cope with the impact? 

People will notice that work 

is well under way on 

construction of the new 

Inner City College just east 

of Subiaco Oval (for 

completion in February, 

2020). Structure planning by 

the Metropolitan 

Redevelopment Authority 

on the redevelopment of 

Subiaco Oval and 

surrounds , and the Princess 

Margaret Hospital Site (now 

that the new Children’s 

Hospital is complete and 

operating) is also 

proceeding, with recent 

news that this may include 

development over the 

railway reserve cutting,  

running east from Haydon 

Bunton Drive bridge. 

Keep an eye on lots of 

action in this area over 

2019-2025, and possible 

impact on our community 

adjacent.  

 

Leederville Sporting Club - Most Improved Club Award 
Congratulations 

The Leederville Sporting Club Inc was recently selected as a finalist in 5 categories in the 

prestigious Annual Clubs WA Industry Awards, and won the state’s Most Improved Club award for 

2018. It was the only club in the TOC selected as a finalist in any category. 

So come on West Leederville - join and support your local sporting club. 

A Snippet of History 
 

Did you know that West Leederville once formed part of the greater Leederville (the other part of 

which is now in the City of Vincent), prior to the construction of the Mitchell Freeway through the 

suburb in 1972? Though informally known by the name West Leederville for many years, it was 

officially gazetted as a suburb in 1998 when the Town of Cambridge was formed in a division 

from the City of Perth. 

West Leederville is the earliest area of residential subdivision in the TOC, originally formed from the 

sale and subdivision of the estate of one of the state’s earliest settlers, William Leeder, which 

occurred from 1891 onwards. Most of West Leederville’s residential land was subdivided prior to 

1903 and was well developed with houses before 1925. 

(Courtesy of Wikepedia - More next newsletter) 
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What’s on  

Mark your calendar and join in 

Town of Cambridge regular Council and Committees meetings are scheduled: 

When What 

3rd Monday of the month Community & Resources Committee Meeting 

3rd Tuesday of the month Development Committee Meeting 

4th Tuesday of the month Ordinary Council Meeting 

Check out TOC ‘What’s On’ at www.cambridge.wa.gov.au/Discover-the-Town/Whats-On 

When What 

15 July 2018 Rose pruning Demonstration by the Rose Society 

Cambridge Gardens 

16 July 2018 Community & Resources Committee Meeting 

17 July 2018 Development Committee Meeting 

20 July 2018 CYN Young Writers Competition 

24 July 2018 Ordinary Council Meeting 

TBA September WLRA Annual General Meeting – Leederville Sporting Club 

16 November 2018 Opera in the Quarry 

i 

                                                      
i iwest leederville residents association inc.         information.wlra@gmail.com 

Preserve and enhance the quality of residential living and wellbeing for West 

Leederville residents. 

This newsletter has been prepared by the West Leederville Residents Association Inc. from publicly available material. It 

is distributed to members and interested parties. We aim to increase the level of community discussion and 

involvement in the matters which are raised. We welcome new members. If you are interested to join our association 

please visit our website or contact us by email. 

 

Disclaimer: 

The content of this newsletter is provided for information purposes only. No claim is made as to the accuracy or authenticity of the 

content. 

West Leederville Residents Association Inc. does not accept any liability to any person or organisation for the information or advice 

(or the use of such information or advice) which is provided in its newsletters or incorporated into it by reference. The information 

on the newsletters is provided on the basis that all persons undertake responsibility for assessing the relevance and accuracy of its 

content.i 

 


